Consumed With Him — Week 3
Worship Starts With Repentance
The Story Of King Josiah

IT WAS HOUSE-CLEANING time in the temple of the Lord. Many years had passed since this building had
been repaired by the boy king, Joash, and during those long years the temple had been much neglected.

It had even been mistreated, for one king had set up altars for the idol of Baal right in the courts of the
Lord’s house. Now that king was dead, and his grandson, Josiah, was ruling the people of Judah. And
because Josiah was trying to do right he had given the command that God’s house should be repaired and
made ready for the proper kind of worship.

Many skillful workmen were hired to help repair the temple. And the heathen altars were torn out
of the temple courts and carried outside the city, where they were burned with fire. While this work
was going on, the high priest was setting things in order in the rooms of the temple. And there,
hidden away beneath some rubbish, he found a strange book.

This strange book proved to be the same as one Moses had written before he died. It was called the
Book of the Law, for in it Moses had written the words of the law, which God gave to the Israelites.

And Moses had commanded that the book should be read in the hearing of all the people once every
seven years. But now many years had passed by since the book had been read. And during those years the
book had been entirely forgotten.

The high priest carefully removed the dust from this precious book and called for a servant of King
Josiah. Shaphan, the servant, came quickly, and the high priest told him to carry the book of the King.

Now, Josiah had never heard the words of God’s law before this time. He asked his servant to read
aloud from the book, and Shaphan read about God’s promise to bless the people if they should serve him
faithfully. Then he continued to read, and Josiah heard about God’s promise to punish the people if they
should forsake him and turn to worship idols. Josiah was alarmed. He knew the people had disobeyed God’s
law, and he feared the awful punishments, which God promised to send upon them. He tore his clothes and
wept bitter tears. Then he sent servants to a woman named Huldah, who was a prophetess, to ask her
about God’s plan to punish the people for their great sins.

Huldah told the servants that God would surely send all the great punishments upon the people just as
he had promised to do if they should forsake his law and worship idols. But because Josiah, the king, had
humbled his heart and had wept tears of sorrow for their sins, Huldah said that God would not let the
punishments come upon the land during his lifetime.

Josiah did not forget about the words of God’s law. He wanted all his people to hear them, too. So he
called for a great meeting at Jerusalem, and when the people came together he read to them out of the
book. Then he promised God to keep that law and to serve God with all his heart. He commanded his
people to keep the law, too. And they obeyed their King.

He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD and followed the ways of his father David, not turning aside
to the right or to the left.



Worship Starts With Repentance
2 Chronicles 34:3

% In the eighth year of his reign, while he was still young, he began to seek the God of his father David. In
his twelfth year he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem of high places, Asherah poles and idols. * Under
his direction the altars of the Baals were torn down; he cut to pieces the incense altars that were above
them, and smashed the Asherah poles and the idols. These he broke to pieces and scattered over the
graves of those who had sacrificed to them. > He burned the bones of the priests on their altars, and so he
purged Judah and Jerusalem. ° In the towns of Manasseh, Ephraim and Simeon, as far as Naphtali, and in
the ruins around them, " he tore down the altars and the Asherah poles and crushed the idols to powder and
cut to pieces all the incense altars throughout Israel. Then he went back to Jerusalem.

3 Josiah removed all the detestable idols from all the territory belonging to the Israelites, and he had all
who were present in Israel serve the LORD their God. As long as he lived, they did not fail to follow the
LORD, the God of their ancestors.

We have been talking about Worship (The War That Is Waged & True Worshippers)

Exodus 20:1-17 20:1 And God spoke all these words: 2 "l am the LORD your God, who brought you out
of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.

3 "You shall have no other gods before me.

4 "You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or
in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a
jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who
hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand [ generations] of those who love me and keep my
commandments.

7 "You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who
misuses his name.

8 "Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the
seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son
or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates. 11 For
in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the
seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

12 "Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving
you.

13 "You shall not murder.

14 "You shall not commit adultery.

15 "You shall not steal.

16 "You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

17 "You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his manservant
or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor."



Psalm 51  For the director of music. A psalm of David. When the prophet Nathan came to him after David
had committed adultery with Bathsheba.

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my
transgressions. 2 Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.

3 For | know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 4 Against you, you only, have | sinned and
done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge. 5
Surely | was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 6 Surely you desire truth in the
inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the inmost place.

7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and | will be clean; wash me, and | will be whiter than snow. 8 Let me hear joy
and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 9 Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my
iniquity.

10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 11 Do not cast me from your

presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. 12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing
spirit, to sustain me.

13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will turn back to you. 14 Save me from bloodguilt,
O God, the God who saves me, and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. 15 O Lord, open my lips, and
my mouth will declare your praise. 16 You do not delight in sacrifice, or | would bring it; you do not take
pleasure in burnt offerings. 17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God,
you will not despise.

18 In your good pleasure make Zion prosper; build up the walls of Jerusalem. 19 Then there will be
righteous sacrifices, whole burnt offerings to delight you; then bulls will be offered on your altar.

Will you hear this morning the call to repentance!

Will you turn, repent & tear down the asherah poles, idols & altars of your life that exalt themselves above
The Holy God?

| ask that you would flood these altars, everyone of you and make right the road of your life with Him Today!
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